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country. He accused these law-makers of law-
lessness on their side. He pointed out to them
that for years the Board of Education had broken
the law on behalf of Voluntary Schools. They
had not enforced the efficiency imposed by law.
" They broke the law in order not to levy a rate/'
Very well. Wales would not levy a rate until
the law was obeyed. That was their position.
He boldly maintained that the law was on the
side of1 Wales; and thus most wisely did he
avoid that perilous identification of his policy
with the Idea and habit of lawlessness which has
needlessly injured so many good causes.
He defied coercion. If the Defaulting Act
were enforced and the rate aid deducted from
the Parliamentary Grant, he boldly advised that
the Welsh Councils should close their schools,
It would be a better thing that the children should
be brought up to reverence freedom of conscience
than that they should learn even the three B's.
Besides, they could provide buildings where
they could teach them that freedom of conscience
was a greater thing even than knowledge.
Once more, courage won the day. It was not
going to be an easy thing to dispute Mr. Lloyd
George's reading of the law in those High Courts
which know nothing of politics. Only a very
few Welsh Authorities got out of hand, and,
going ahead of Mr. Lloyd George's astute advice,
rendered themselves liable to prosecution.1
But even then the Government did not ven-
ture to act. They had not enough public
opinion behind them. From 1904 to 1906 there
1 Carnarvonshire and Merionethshire.